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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . This communication is an Examiner's reasons for allowance in response to application 
filed on 12/13/00, assigned serial 09/734678 and title '"Navigation system". 

2. The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

After carefully reviewing the application in light of the amended claims and the 
additional search of all the possible areas relevant to the present application, a set of related prior 
art references has been found, but those prior art references are not deemed strong to make the 
application unpatentable. Thus, it is found that the application is now in condition for allowance. 

Although the references found disclose several claimed limitations, none of the 
references discloses a navigation system comprising: a plurality of memory devices, each of 
which stores the same road map data; and a road map data reading device for accessing one of 
the memory device, which is selected in accordance with a predetermined condition, and reading 
out the road map data required for the navigation operation directly from the selected memory 
device (claim 1); wherein road map data reading device selects the memory device to be 
accessed, which is indicated by a priority flag set in advance (claim 2). Also, none of the 
references found, a management information storage device holds name information indicative 
of a name of the road map data, and road map data reading device selects the memory device to 
be accessed, in which a presence of the road map data is confirmed in accordance with the name 
information; also, management information storage device holds date and time information 
indicative of date and time when the road map data is updated, and road map data reading device 
selects the memory device to be accessed, which is capable of reading out the road map data 
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corresponding to the date and time information indicative of latest date and time (claim 7); a 
differential management information storage device for extracting the management information 
from the memory devices and holding differential management information indicative of a 
difference between the management information extracted from one memory device and 
extracted from another memory device, wherein road map data reading device selects the 
memory device to be accessed in accordance with the differential management information 
(claim 8). None of the references found, a navigation system comprising: a road map data 
transferring device for controlling a first memory device to read out the road map data from 
record medium at a predetermined timing, and then transferring and storing the read out road 
map data to a second memory device; and road map data reading device for selecting one of first 
and second memory devices in accordance with a predetermined condition, accessing the 
selected one of first and second memory devices and reading out the road map data required for 
the navigation operation directly from the selected memory device (claim 9); road map data 
transferring device compares the name information of the road map data in first memory device 
with that in second memory device, and selects the road map data, which is not stored in second 
memory device, as the road map data to be transferred (claim 11); road map data transferring 
device compares the date and time information of the road map data in first memory device with 
second memory device, and selects the road map data, whose date and time in second memory 
device is older than that in first memory device, as the road map data to be transferred 
(claim 12). Also, none of the references foxmd, a differential management information 
generating device for comparing management information of the map data in first memory 
device with management information of the map data in second memory device at a 
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predetermined timing, and generating differential management information indicative of a 
difference between the compared management informations; and a map data reading device for 
selecting one of first and second memory devices in accordance with the differential 
management information, accessing the selected one of first and second memory devices and 
reading out the map data required for the navigation operation therefi"om (claim 17). 
Claims 1-17 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-8223. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 AM-5:30 PM), off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 703-305-8233. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi-om the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi"ee). 
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